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SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 


“L-curse you with my name — you will be BLACULA, 
a vampire like myself. A living fiend.” 

Dracula cursed African Prince, Mamuwalde (WIL- 
LIAM MARSHALL) in 1815 when the Black Prince 
and his wife, Luva, (VONETTA McGEE) dared to en- 
treat him to sign a petition abolishing salvery. Blacula 
was sealed in a coffin doomed to be torn by an unquench- 
able lust for blood. 

Until today! 

Billy (RICK METZLER) and Bobby (TED HAR- 
RIS), two gay, young, decorators, know they’ll make 
a fortune with all the antiques they’ve bought from Castle 
Dracula, especially the ornate coffins. But, the two un- 
wittingly release Blacula and become his first victims — 
slaves to his will. 

Tina (VONETTA McGEE) and her sister Michelle 
(DENISE NICHOLAS) have brought Dr. Gordon 
Thomas (THALMUS RASULALA), Michelle’s boss 
and fiance, who is a police pathologist, to the funeral 
home to see their friend Bobby’s body. 

Sending the girls home, Gordon examines the body 
and finds strange neck wounds. He becomes even more 
curious when Swenson (LANCE TAYLOR, SR.) the 
mortician, tells him there is no blood in the body. 

Chasing Tina, who looks exactly like his Luva, Blacula 
is hit by a taxi. His fury is uncontrollable and Juanita 
Jones (KETTY LESTER), the cab driver is soon an- 
other slave-victim. 

Gordon is stunned when a routine examination of 
Juanita’s body reveals the same strange wounds. Homi- 
cide detective Jack Peters (GORDON PINSENT) has no 
leads on the killings, but promises to check the reports. 

Tina, Gordon and Michelle are at the Ethiopia Club 
celebrating Michelle’s birthday when Blacula appears 
and Tina feels an overpowering attraction. He apologizes 
for frightening her and introduces himself as Mamu- 
walde, but leaves quickly, furious, when the club photog- 
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rapher, Nancy, (EMILY YANCY), takes his picture 
with Tina. Blacula soon has another victim. 

Tortured by his desire for Tina, Blacula goes to her 
apartment telling her his horrible story and begging her 
to join him as a vampire. 

Gordon and Michelle are attacked by Billy’s body after 
digging up the grave looking for evidence. Realizing that 
Juanita must also be a vampire, Gordon takes Peters 
to the morgue to prove his story. When they arrive Sam 
(ELISHA COOK, JR.), the attendant, can’t be found 
but suddenly Juanita attacks. Gordon thrusts a cross 
in her face, forcing he to a window where the early morn- 
ing rays kill her. Peters is now totally convinced that 
vampires really are loose in the city. 

When Gordon discovers Mamuwalde is the vampire, 
he realizes that Tina is in grave danger. 

Gordon and Peters find the resting place of the vam- 
pires and destroy them by setting fire to the building. 
But, Blacula is still loose. 

Using his telepathic powers he guides Tina to a huge 
underground complex. Michelle, Gordon and the police 
are not far behind and spread out to find the couple. 

Blacula and Tina make a desperate attempt to escape 
through the maze of passages. One of the police fires at 
Blacula but Tina falls to the ground. Knowing that she is 
dying. Blacula clutches her from death by making her a 
vampire. 

Gordon and Peters find Blacula’s coffin and quickly 
open the lid plunging a stake into the sleeping body. They 
discover too late that it is Tina they have destroyed, not 
Blacula. 

His love lost again, Blacula takes no more revenge. 
Without Tina he knows he cannot endure the life he 
has been cursed to live. He walks quietly up the stairs 
and into the deadly rays of the rising sun. 

When Gordon and the others arrive all they find is a 
cape covering a rotting skeleton. 
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SCENE MAT 1-B 


DRACULA’S SOUL BROTHER — 
William Marshall stars as ‘‘Bla- 
cula,’”’ an African prince trans- 
formed into a vampire by the 
evil Count Dracula in the film 
which opens .... at the .... 
Theatre. The American Interna- 
tional picture was produced by 
Joseph T. Naar and directed 
by William Crain from a screen- 
play by Joan Torres and Ray- 
mond Koenig. 


“BLACULA” STAR PROVES 
DRAMATIC VERSATILITY 


In accepting the title role in 
“Blacula,” American Internation- 
al’s new screen shocker opening 
ieee at the .......... Theatre, actor 
William Marshall can claim to 
have run the gamut of dramatic 
demands in the course of his ca- 
reer. The six-foot-five black star, 
who portrays the epitome of evil 
as an overlord of undead vam- 
pires in the film, was hailed for 
his performance as God in “The 
Green Pastures” on the stage and 
television. 

Marshall’s versatility as an ac- 
tor is matched by the varied ex- 
periences he has had in real life. 

native of Gary Indiana, he 
worked in steel mills, was a com- 
mercial artist, a waiter and a sol- 
dier before entering the dramatic 
field. His first stage appearance 
was in “Carmen Jones” as a 
chorus singer. He then appeared 
in “Peter Pan” as Captain Hook, 
and in “Lost In The Stars,” the 
musical adaptation of Alan Pat- 
on’s “Cry The Beloved Country.” 

During a long stay in Europe 
he amassed a considerable stage, 
radio and television background, 
appearing in productions in Eng- 
land, ireland and France and 
toured with a road company 
through Switzerland, Luxem- 
bourg, Belgium and the Nether- 
lands. 

Returning to the United States 
in the fall of 1963, Marshall im- 
mediately plunged into a long 
series of assignments on tele- 
vision, stage and in films, includ- 
ing performances in segments of 
“The Man From U.N.C.L.E.,” 
“Rawhide,” “Mannix” and “The 
Nurses” in video and “To Hell 
With Heroes,” “Spartacus” and 
“The Boston Strangler” in films. 

In “Blacula,” Marshall portrays 
a victim of the lengendary 
Count Dracula, rising from his 
coffin to wreak havoe among 
modern day victims. Sharing 
cast honors with him in the film 
are Denise Nicholas, Vonetta 
McGee, Gordon Pinsent and 
Thalmus Rasulala. Produced by 
Joseph T. Naar, the American 
International picture was. di- 
rected by William Crain from a 
Screenplay by Joan Torres and 
Raymond Koenig. 





DRACULA'S SOUL BROTHER 
ON SCREEN IN “BLACULA” 


Integration reaches into the 
realm of screen horror fiction 
with the arrival of ‘“Blacula,” 
American International’s new 
thriller opening ........ at the........ 
Theatre. Instead of the malevo- 
lence of the evil Count Dracula, 
the featured character in this 
shocker presents the menace of a 
black vampire, played by Wil- 
liam Marshall, who rises from his 
coffin to aim his venomous ca- 
nines at the vulnerable necks of 
modern day soul brothers. 

The creation of a black repre- 
sentative of the vampires is ac- 
complished by Count Dracula 
when, as a prince of an African 
nation beleagured by slave trad- 
ers, Marshall seeks the help of 
the Count in stopping the prac- 
tice. Instead, the evil lord of the 
cult overpowers his visitor and 
dooms him to forever exist as a 
member of the undead, dubbed 
Blacula. 

For his part, Blacula succeeds 
in setting a good example for his 
creator, converting a_ sizeable 
number of victims into vampires 
with his extraordinary powers 
before the forces of good finally 
rise to the combat. 

A towering, broad -shouldered 
dramatic star with a strong back- 
ground in Shakespearean per- 
formances, William Marshall 
lends a majestic dignity to his 
role as the black caped villain, 
swooping down on his luckless 
victims with convincing author- 
ity. 

Sharing starring honors with 
Marshall in the adventure are 
Denise Nicholas, Vonetta McGee, 
Gordon Pinsent, Thalmus Rasu- 
lala, Emily Yancy, Lance Taylor, 
Sr. and Charles Macaulay. Pro- 
duced by Joseph T. Naar, the film 
was directed by William Crain 
from a screenplay written by 
Joan Torres & Raymond Koenig. 


PETITE BUT POTENT STAR 
HEADLINED IN “BLACULA” 


The proverbial estimate of the 
power of a woman is graphically 
illustrated in the case of beaute- 
ous black actress Denise Nich- 
olas who stars in “Blacula,” 
American International’s new 
screen shocker opening........ at the 
he Ae Theatre. A slip of a girl, con- 
centrating her sparkling charm 
in a mere five-foot-three inches, 
she appears in the film opposite 
the towering menace of William 
Marshall, who plays the title role 
with all the awesome power his 
six-foot-five inches of broad 
shouldered masculinity can mus- 
ter. Nevertheless, Denise holds 
her own center stage in the film 
and provides an excellent foil for 
Marshall’s dramatics. 

The potency of the young ac- 
tress is understandable, consid- 
ering the amount of experience 
packed into her petite frame. She 
has studied such a myriad of 
subjects she could teach or give 
advice on a bit of almost every- 
thing. Born in Detroit, her edu- 
cation took her through the Ann 
Arbor campus of the University 
of Michigan where she majored 
in Latin American politics, Span- 
ish and English and later to 
Tulane where she switched to 
dramatic arts. 

Her dramatic career includes 
starring roles in the Emmy- 
Award-winning television series 
“Room 222;” “Five Desperate 
Women,” a movie for television; 
a string of Broadway stage per- 
formances and now, with “Bla- 
cula,” her first theatrical film 
venture. 

Joining Denise and Bill Mar- 
shall in the cast of “Blacula” 
are Vonetta McGee, Gordon Pin- 
sent and Thalmus Rasulala. Pro- 
duced by Joseph T. Naar, the 
American International picture 
was directed by William Crain 
from a screenplay by Joan Torres 
and Raymond Koenig. 
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SCENE MAT 2-A 


BITE-SIZED — William Marshall, portraying a black vampire in 
“Blacula,”” American International’s new screen shocker opening 


5 ak aati at the ... 


... Theatre, finds a toothsome portion in the 


neck of pretty Janice Pennington. An African victim of the insidious 
Count Dracula, Blacula rises from his coffin to aim his fangs at 
modern day soul brothers. Produced by Joseph T. Naar, the Amer- 
ican International picture was directed by William Crain from a 
screenplay by Joan Torres and Raymond Koenig. 


SINGING TRIO FEATURED 
IN NEW FILM SHOCKER 


The sock rhythms of The Hues 
Corporation, a popular singing 
trio, lend a musical touch to the 
horrific proceedings in “Blacula,” 


American International’s new 
screen shocker opening........ at the 
shucose Theatre. 


Comprising the talents of Miss 
H. N. Kelly, Karl Russell and 
St. Clair Lee, the group has re- 
corded on several major labels 
and has performed in Las Vegas 
at the Circus Circus; at Kings 
Castle, Lake Tahoe and P.J.’s in 
Hollywood. 

Starring William Marshall in 
the title role, ““Blacula” describes 
the evil doings of a black vam- 
pire chief who rises from his cof- 
fin to aim his deadly fangs at 
modern day soul brothers. 

Denise Nicholas, Vonetta Mc- 
Gee, Gordon Pinsent and Thal- 
mus Rasulala share cast honors 
with the Hues Corporation and 
Marshall in the American Inter- 
national picture. Produced by 
Joseph T. Naar, the film was 
directed by William Crain from 
a screenplay by Joan Torres and 
Raymond Koenig. 





SCENE MAT 1-A 


NASTY NIPPER — Ketty Lester, 
making her debut as a confirmed 
vampire, aims her fangs at the 
vulnerable veins of Elisha Cook 
Jr. in “Blacula,”’ American Inter- 
national’s new screen shocker 
opening ............ at the 
eee Theatre. Starring William 
Marshall in the title role as the 
boss villain, the film’s cast also 
includes Denise Nicholas, Von- 
etta McGee, Gordon Pinsent and 
Thalmus Rasulala. 





SCENE MAT 1-C 


PAIR SHARE SCARE — Vonetta 
McGee is the object of William 
Marshall’s romantic intentions 
as he portrays a black vampire 
in “‘Blacula,’’ American Interna- 
tional’s horror adventure open- 
Ing ES ee atthe ..... Theatre. 
They are joined in the cast by 
Denise Nicholas, Gordon Pinsent 
and Thalmus Rasulala. 


BLACK GHETTO LOCALE 
OF “BLACULA” FILMING 


A good portion of the principal 
photography in “Blacula,’’ Amer- 
ican International’s new horror 
film opening ............ at. the. --2.....--. 
Theatre was centered in the 
Watts area of Los Angeles, a 
noted ghetto district of the city. 

Starring William Marshall as 
a black vampire overlord who 
rises from his coffin to seek the 
blood of his modern day soul 
brothers, its story required film- 
ing in one of the less affluent 
neighborhoods, according to 
Joseph T. Naar, the film’s pro- 
ducer. 

“We had to avoid the blue- 
blooded areas,” he quipped. 

Denise Nicholas, Vonetta Mc- 
Gee, Gordon Pinsent and Thal- 
mus Rasulala share cast honors 
with Marshall in the film. The 
American International picture 
was directed by William Crain 
from a screenplay by Joan Torres 
and Raymond Koenig. 
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MAYBE YOU DON’T BELIEVE 


IN | | ee 
A pire Among all the legends of Vampires, 


the stories of Blacula, Dracula and Yorga, ; 
there is one point of agreement: That there 
eet are ways for mortals to protect themselves 


from those fatal, bloodthirsty attacks. 
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VAMPIRE 
: Y + PROTECTION 
This packet contains leaves Sometimes a golden crucifix works, or } K IT 
of the Transylvanian Bat-Lau- [§} a silver bullet, or a wooden stake. But coe 
rel tree and is absolutely, un- | against all of that hideous breed there is = eee 
equivocally guaranteed to [ky only one sure protection... the aromatic 
keep yous arr ere ee leaves of the Transylvanian Bat-Laurel, 
Vampire attack. fe 
Laurus vampyrus. 
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Grown in the dank, dark valleys of the 





Just thumbtack this packet Transylvanian mountains it has been cul- 
over your door or window, tivated and used by the natives of that 
or pin it over your heart, a area for centuries as an anti-Vampire 
wear it in your breast pocket weapon. 
No one but you and ; j © 
SLACUL A Although unobtainable in drug stores vA 
will EiGet dink you and pharmacies of the United States, the ° 
are being protected. producers of Blacula have gone to great ° 
expense to make these leaves available in ° 
. . oe oe . A e e 
this country. Their efficiency is indisput . oueseee®” eee saci 
able. Use them and you will be safe. S eoce? 
ONE PER TICKET 
SEE OTHER SIDE PURCHASER 


DO NOT BEND, FOLD, SPINDLE 
OR REFRIGERATE 


Side one — Insert Side two — insert 


Envelope cover art 


Above is reproduction copy for manufacture of VAMPIRE PRO- 
TECTION KITS ... novel gags to hand out to audiences in ad- 
vance of playdate which will have the whole town buzzing with 
interest in BLACULA. As illustrated in the photo, the kit con- 
sists of an insert containing copy above to which a small plastic 
bag of bay leaves have been stapled. All are stuffed into stand- 
ard sized coin envelopes imprinted with the art shown and 
playdate information. Produce enough in your area to cover 
audiences attending the week before playdate, plus any mail- 
ing you might wish to make to newspaper, television and radio 


editors who might pick up on the gag with appropriate com- 
ments about the film. 
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COMPLETE AD-CAMPAIGN ON A SINGLE MAT. 
ORDER FROM NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE. 


BLOODSUCKER! 


Deadlier than Dracula! 


“BLACULAY \S THE 
MOST HORRIFYING 
FILM OF THE DECADE.” 

_ Count Dracula Society 


BITE-SIZED — William Marshall, portraying a black vampire in 
“Blacula,’”’” American International's new screen shocker opening 

at the Theatre, finds a toothsome portion in the 
neck of pretty Janice Pennington. An African victim of the insidious 
Count Dracula, Blacula rises from his coffin to aim his fangs at 
modern day soul brothers. Produced by Joseph T. Naar, the Amer- 
ican International picture was directed by William Crain from a 
screenplay by Joan Torres and Raymond Koenig. 
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VAMPIRE PROTECTION — Hove a box filled with 
bay leaves set in your lobby identified on posted 
card as VAMPIRE PPROTECTION HERBS. Sub-copy 
should state PROTECT YOURSELVES FROM VAM- 
PIRES WITH THESE LEAVES FROM THE TRANSYL- 
VANIAN BAT LAUREL TREE. KEEP ONE LEAF IN 
YOUR POCKET. ONLY YOU AND ‘‘BLACULA’’ 
WILL KNOW YOU'RE PROTECTED. 


DE-FANGER GAG — Have a dentists chair set up 
in your lobby complete with drill and pose a lad in 
a dentist’s coat beside it, holding a tooth extractor. 
Sign states: VAMPIRE FANGS REMOVED — ALL 
VAMPIRES MUST HAVE THEIR FANGS EXTRACT- 
ED PRIOR TO ADMISSION TO SEE “‘BLACULA.”’ 


LOBBY GAG — Set up a squared off area in your 
lobby with a small garden fence and poster stating: 
CHECK YOUR ANTI-VAMPIRE WEAPONS HERE! 
Sub-copy explains; THE MANAGEMENT HAS 
BEEN FORCED TO SUBMIT BLACULA’S DEMAND 
THAT ALL WOODEN STAKES, GARLIC BULBS, AM- 
ULETS AND ANTI-VAMPIRE PROTECTIVE DEVICES 
BE EXCLUDED FROM THE AUDITORIUM. HE IN- 
SISTS ALL AUDIENCES MUST BE VULNERABLE TO 
VAMPIRES! 


EXPLOITATION 





NEGRO AUDIENCE. APPEAL — A host of ap- 
proaches can be used to stimulate response from 
Negro patrons. These include use of space in 
neighborhood journals catering to Negro readers 
and time on radio programs aimed at their market. 
The churches, food markets and stores they patron- 
ize are excellent locations to catch their interest. 
Contest tie-ups with newspapers might result in 
making their circulation lists available to you for 
mailing of announcements or heralds. Contact with 
their political and fraternal organizations might 
result in group sales which will help spread word- 
of-mouth pitches for the film. 


PUBLICITY BLOWUPS DISPLAY — Intrigued by 
the unusual news value of ‘‘BLACULA,’’ magazines 
and newspapers around the country have granted 
the picture and its stars a healthy volume of space 
in their pages. The major news breaks have been 
pasted up on a complete layout and stills have 
been made available which can be blown up to 
make a formidable lobby display selling the popu- 
larity of the film. Order a still free of charge to 
make your blowup display from: PUBLICITY DEPT., 
AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL PICTURES, INC., 
9033 WILSHIRE BLVD., BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 
90211. 





FREE RADIO SPOT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A string of radio spots have been created for 
‘“BLACULA”’ which will raise goosepimples on 
all listeners and make them holler for more. Get 
them spotted on D.J. programs to hit the younger 
crowd and, especially, on those featuring music 
slanted for Negro audiences. Produced in 60 and 
30 second lengths, the announcements are avail- 
able on one 45 r.p.m. disc free of charge from your 
local American International Pictures exchange. 





HERALDS 


Attractive 8x12% Heralds 


Prices Include Theatre Name and Playdate 













Single Color Two Color 
Ist Thousand = $8.00 Ist Thousand $12.00 
Add‘I Thousands 6.00 Add‘!I Thousands 8.50 















Please Remit With Order! — Prices Do Not Include Delivery! 
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BENTON CARD COMPANY, INC. 





FREE 35mm TEASER TRAILER 


ORDER FROM NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 


FREE COLOR TELEVISION TRAILERS 

The visual treats offered by the film have been 
compiled into spot trailers loaded with delicious 
chills. There's just enough footage of Blacula in 
action along with music and sound effects to tease 
television audiences and get them heading in your 
direction with the price of admission in hand. The 
trailers are 60/30/20 seconds in length and 
mounted on one 16mm reel. Order your reels free 
from your local American International Pictures 
exchange. 






WINDOW CARDS 
Colorful 14x22 Window Card 


Prices Include Theatre Name and Playdate 





Please Remit With Order! — Prices Do Not Include Delivery! 


ORDER DIRECT Faom 


BENTON CARD COMPANY, INC. 


TELEPHONE 894 3661 BENSON, NORTH CAROLINA 
27506 
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with stanchion 40x60 
$9.95 


Cost of this item is de- 
ductible from the top of 
receipts prior to com- 
puting film rental. The 
Standee Frame sells for 
$1.50. This is a one-time 
cost item as the frame 
can be utilized for future 
displays. 

The Standee is an eye- 
catching display and can 
be displayed in advance 
of playdate without inter- 
rupting your regular pat- 
tern of coming attraction 
posters. 





EMILY LANCE CHARLES 
YANCY > TAYLOR, St. « MACAI Y 


a AMERILAN 





SET OF 8—11x14’s 


Bi at ORDER FROM NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 





for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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www.mediahistoryproject.org 


